266                       SELECTED  ARTICLES

of the ^Federation of the Struggle for the Emancipation of
the Working Class/ which he founds in 1895. His activity is
feverish: propagandist, agitator, lecturer, publicist, clandestine
printer, one finds him everywhere, under assumed names. He
dwells in his communist Nirvana, and sows those aphorisms
and notions which are later to be a part of the credo of Bol-
shevism, Under the name of Touminc, he fights against the
conciliating and bourgeois tendencies of the Socialists of the
time. Then he is arrested, and sent to Siberia. And away he
goes, with his dream and his fury of bitterness. It is from
a jail that he develops party tactics, following what he calls
the principles of international Socialism.

Released, he goes abroad, prepared for his role on the
world stage We find him at the head of the journal Iskra
(The Spark) and the review Zaria (The Dawn) in both of
which he thunders against the 'soft opportunism* of the econo-
mists of the Russian revolutionary party. The year 1903 marks
a stage in his life; he is consecrated high chief. At the sec-
ond conference of the part}*, he declaims against the concilia-
tor}r policy of Plekhanof, representative of the minority (in
Russian, menchenstivo) and after the division which followed,
he became a leader of the majority (bolchenstivo), hence
Bolsheviki.

The attempted revolution of 1905 finds him once more in
Russia. It is he who engineers the elections to the second
imperial Douma, and to the Socialist congress of London. But
soon he is pointed out to Stolypine, victorious Tsarism forces
him once more into exile; he goes to a foreign land, and as a
member of the Central Committee, becomes one of the standard
bearers of world Socialism.

Till 1914, he guides from afar the political lines of the
Petersburg journals Pravada and Prosviechenie.

The great revolution finds him in Switzerland. We all know
how, as an ambassador of Wilhelm's, he had the honor of a
special carriage in which to cross Germany. His last words at
Seleniont to the comrades Grimm and Flatten have the inso-
lence of a defiance.

"I am going to prove to you how a man can make history."

Although there was as yet no question of Bolshevism, Petro-

grad acclaimed with music, Lenine and his aids; a proof, this,

of the mental aberration into which those revolutionaries had

strayed who are to-day washing their" hands free of all guilt